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Year 10 English and Maths
information evening
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‘Bringing out the best’

Developing students’ mathematical and creative 

problem-solving abilities

Challenging and supporting learners at all levels, giving them 

skills and confidence to tackle a diverse range of problems, 

from  simple puzzles to national competitions.

Providing opportunities to experience the buzz of finding 

solutions, learn skills needed for everyday life, and understand 

how much of the world is underpinned by mathematics.

Maths Curriculum Intent
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‘Bringing out the best’

Today’s objective

• Share information to help maximise year 11 maths outcomes

• How to help motivate students

• Higher vs Foundation tier decision

• GCSE papers and key challenges to overcome

• Our plan and support available for year 10 and 11

✓ Ways you can help
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‘Bringing out the best’

Motivation - the fundamentals

✓ Amplify success in class (and home)
✓ Encouragement “you can do it”
✓ Link effort to progress (e.g. Sparx)
✓ Recognition
✓ Other rewards (house points) 
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‘Bringing out the best’

Motivation – future options

Level 2 further maths

A level qualifications

Other courses

Careers
Additional qualification studied in year 11
Entry requirement is a grade 7 in year 10 maths assessment
In Jun 2026, L2 FM helped all 39 students achieve grade 8 or 9 at GCSE

National requirement grade 4 maths 
(otherwise continue to study maths)
Some courses require a 5

✓ Encourage students to 
look around! The more 
ideas the better
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‘Bringing out the best’

This pie chart shows the 
range of university courses 
taken by those with a maths 
A-level – which might be 
broader than you think

e.g. 
• Business studies / management / finance
• Medicine / Veterinary / Biology / Sport
• Other engineering courses
• Architecture / Materials / Building
• History / Politics / Sociology / Statistics 
• Etc etc…. Source: Bestcourseforme.com

Motivation – future options if 
considering A-level maths

• Also degree 
apprenticeships
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‘Bringing out the best’

Higher vs foundation tier context

(vs old grading)

5 is a good grade!  
Only 55% of Y11s nationally 
achieved grade 5 or above 

(72% at the Howard)

7 or above is for very strong 
academic mathematicians.  
Only 23% of Y11s nationally 
achieved grade 7 or above 

(40% at the Howard)



30/09/2026 8
The Howard of Effingham School

‘Bringing out the best’

Higher vs foundation grade boundaries

For students around the grade 5 level, difficult higher 
tier papers can demotivate some students.  It can be 
more rewarding taking foundation and being able to 
succeed with most of the questions vs a third of them 
on the higher paper.

Of course if you have a 
chance of a 6 then the
higher tier is best.

A common myth exists that it is easier to get a 
grade 5 on higher than foundation. Not true!

2 3 4 0 2 2 1 2 2 3 1 4 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 1 4 2 0 0 0 2 0 0

2 3 0 0 3 2 1 1 2 3 1 4 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 3 0 2 2 1 1 1 2 3 0 4 1 1 3 0 3 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 3 4 0 3 1 1 1 2 0 1 4 0 3 0 0 1 0 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 1 4 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 1 4 3 1 2 0 3 1 0 0 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 0 4 1 0 0 1 1 0 3 1 4 0 3 0 0 1 1 0 4 1 2 0 0 0 2 0 0

1 3 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 3 1 3 0 0 3 1 3 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0

1 3 4 0 2 0 1 1 2 3 1 4 1 1 0 0 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 3 4 1 1 2 0 2 2 0 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

1 3 0 0 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 0 3 0 0 3 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 3 0 2 3 2 1 2 0 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 3 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0

2 3 0 1 3 2 1 2 0 1 0 1 1 3 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 3 2 0 2 0 1 2 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 3 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 3 1 0 1 1 3 0 3 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 3 0 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 0 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 1 4 0 1 1 1 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 3 4 1 0 1 1 2 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 3 0 1 2 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 2 0 1 2 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 3 2 0 1 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 3 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 3 4 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 3 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Crossover Qs scored 
12/25

Higher only Qs scored 10/55

Traffic light of a 
crossover class 
marks on a 
Higher paper
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‘Bringing out the best’

We teach three schemes of work

Year 10 
curriculum focus

Decision timings on which tier students will take in year 11:
A good guide following Y10 Summer mocks (to decide the most appropriate Autumn Y11 curriculum)
Final decision following Y11 December mocks (entries in Feb) 

✓ Take year 10 seriously!
✓ Aim high (for them)
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‘Bringing out the best’

-

GCSE papers

Edexcel

3 papers x 1.5 hours

P1 non-calculator, P2 and P3 calculator

80 marks each, 240 in total

Higher and Foundation papers 
overlap by approx one third
e.g. Foundation Q21-27 might be Higher 
Q1-7 (25/80 marks overlap)

✓ Have the right 
equipment in school
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‘Bringing out the best’

Some key challenges for students

• Longer / worded problems

• Layout / workings (proportional thinking)

• Maths vocabulary

• ‘Fluffy mistakes’

• Huge breadth of topics

✓ IMCA approach helps 
with many of these
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‘Bringing out the best’

Read and highlight - what 
information do I have? 

What is the question asking?

Plan - what Maths/Methods 
can I use?  Can I represent 

the problem with a diagram?

Perform – well presented 
calculations and working out

Check - is my answer clear?  Does it 
make sense?  Did I answer the 

question? Units? Rounding?

Information

Maths (Methods)

Answer

Calculations

I.M.C.A.

Problem 
solving model
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Worded problems

✓ Encourage highlighting/underlining
✓ Encourage one step at a time, including notes by the question
✓ (Many questions reference real-life contexts – which you may know about)

Foundation paper examples
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Worded problems

✓ Encourage highlighting/underlining
✓ Encourage one step at a time, including making notes by the question
✓ (Many questions reference real-life contexts – which you may know about)

Foundation paper examples
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Layout / workings

✓ Encourage diagrams, and 
writing on given diagrams

Foundation paper examples
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Layout / workings – proportional thinking

✓ Encourage 
vertical 
layout

Foundation paper examples

5 cakes =  £1.40

1 cake =  _____
÷ 𝟓 ÷ 𝟓

9 cakes =  £2.70

1 cake =  _____
÷9 ÷9
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‘Bringing out the best’

Foundation paper examples

✓ Encourage 
vertical 
layout

80% =  £7600

10% =  _____

100% =  _____

÷8 ÷ 8

× 10 × 10

• Layout / workings – proportional thinking
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‘Bringing out the best’

Foundation paper examples

✓ Encourage 
vertical 
layout

3 workers 1 wall =  15 hours

1 worker 1 wall =  _____

5 workers 1 wall =  _____

5 workers 4 walls =  _____

÷3 × 3

× 5 ÷ 5

× 4 × 4

• Layout / workings – proportional thinking
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Maths vocabulary and ‘command words’

Foundation paper examples

✓ (Y11) revision such as 
corbettmaths 5-a-day, 
and Sparx flashcards
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Maths vocabulary and ‘command words’

Foundation paper examples

✓ (Y11) revision such as 
corbettmaths 5-a-day, 
and Sparx flashcards
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‘Bringing out the best’

• ‘Fluffy mistakes’ despite 
them knowing their stuff

Foundation paper examples

Check - is my answer clear?  Does it 
make sense?  Did I answer the 

question? Units? Rounding?
Answer✓ Use IMCA

    Check it!
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‘Bringing out the best’

Higher paper examples

• Maths vocabulary and ‘command words’

✓ (Y11) revision such as 
corbettmaths 5-a-day, 
and Sparx flashcards
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‘Bringing out the best’
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Layout and 
full workings

Higher paper examples
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Layout and 
full workings

Higher paper examples

✓ Encourage diagrams, 
and writing on given 
diagrams
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Layout and 
full workings

Higher paper examples
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‘Bringing out the best’

• Written 
answers

Higher paper examples

✓ Do it right!  e.g.  “He should have said…….”
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‘Bringing out the best’

• ‘Fluffy mistakes’ despite 
them knowing their stuff

Higher paper examples

Check - is my answer clear?  Does it 
make sense?  Did I answer the 

question? Units? Rounding?
Answer✓ Use IMCA

    Check it!



30/09/2026 29
The Howard of Effingham School

‘Bringing out the best’

The plan!

We launched a new curriculum this year, making 
use of a revision booklets.

• Optimised phasing of units
• Improved lesson resources
• Increased support with revision
• Tangible record of progress
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‘Bringing out the best’

The plan!

Students do regular Prior Knowledge Checks 
and Unit Reviews.  

They record key notes and priority topics to 
help focus revision for mock exams



The plan!

Y10 learning journey Y11 learning journey

Regular assessment with unit 
reviews       and full mocks

Jan

Jun

Dec

Mar

Content covered 
by Feb, allowing 

consolidation 
and exam skills

✓ Revise for unit reviews and 
mocks (using topic booklets)
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‘Bringing out the best’

Additional KS4 maths support options

Online revision resources e.g. DrFrost, mathsgenie, 
physicsandmathstutor, justmaths, corbettmaths

Maths clinic 
3.30pm 
Wednesday

Intermediate 
maths challenge

Y11 revision 
workbooks and 
‘grade boosters’ 

Y11 
tutoring

Y11 exam 
skills sessions

Lunchtime clinic 
Friday

Careers support
L4L Numeracy 

sessions

Weekly SPARX
✓ Compulsory
✓ Target
✓ XP boost

✓ Encourage them to take advantage!

Y11
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‘Bringing out the best’

Two “middle set” classes’ 
independent learning time 
in GCSE maths in a THPT 
school last year

Finally, a note on Sparx

Weekly SPARX
✓ Compulsory
✓ Target
✓ XP boost

Encourage
✓ No A.I.
✓ Do it early
✓ Maths clinic for support
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‘Bringing out the best’

Who to contact:

• Maths teachers

• Mrs Stileman (KS4 lead and 2i/c)
• Mr Brooksbank (head of maths)

10aH1 Mr Rose

10aH2 Miss Morgan

10aX Mr Brooksbank

10aF Mrs Stileman

10rH1 Mr Dodson

10rH2 Mr Williams

10rX Mrs Malterre (Mrs Stileman)

10rF Mrs Faulkner
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